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REPORT  NO.  FT  120 


EXPLANATION  OF  CHANGES  IN  COVERAGE 
ESTIMATING  IMPORTS  TN  SHffMENTS 

A.  Increase  in  Coverage  of  Import  Totals  by    Inclusion   of 
Informal   Entries. 

Effective  January  1954,  the  coverage  of  the  United 
States  import  statistics  has  been  broadened  to  include, 
on  a  sample  basis,  imports  individually  valued  $250  or 
less  reported  on  in  formal  entries,  which  total  approxi- 
mately S4  million  per  month.  Imports  on  informal  entries 
have  not  been  included  rn  the  import  statistics  prior  to 
January  1954.  As  explained  below,  they  are  being  in- 
cluded, effective  with  January  1954,  in  the  over-all  and 
summary  totals  only,  and  are  nor  included  in  the  statis- 
tics compiled  for  the  individual  Schedule  A  commodity 
classi  fi cations. 

B.  Decrease   in  Coverage   in  Detailed  Import   Statistics. 

Also  effective  with  the  January  1954  statistics,  in- 
formation on  immediate  consump  tion  imports  individually 
valued  $250  or  less  reported  on  formal  entries  totaling 
approximately  $4  million  per  month,  is  no  longer  in- 
cluded in  the  statistics  for  the  individual  Schedule  A 
commodity  classifications1.  Like  the  imports  valued  $250 
or  less  on  informal  entries,  they  are  being  included  in 
the  statistics  on  a  sample  basis,  in  the  over-all  and 
summary  totals  only.  Thus  the  low-value  imports  which, 
according  to  sample  studies  made,  have  generally  similar 
commodity  distribution  whether  covered  by  formal  or  in- 
formal  entries,    are    treated  uniformly   in    the  statistics. 

C.  Reasons   for   Changes  and  Explanation   as    to  Methods 
Adopted. 

The  February  1954  issue  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes  contains  an  explanation  regarding  the  increase  in 
the  value  limit  from  $100  to  $250  for  informal  entries, 
effective  September  1953,  under  the  Customs  Simplification 
Act;  the  consequent  need  for  including  information  on  im- 
ports covered  by  informal  entries  in  the  statistics;  and 
the  reasons  why  the  changes  described  above  were  made 
as  afc result  of  this  need. 

D.  The  Estimating  Procedures. 

For  imports  individually  valued  $250  or  less  for 
both  formal  and  informal  entries,  a  5  percent  sample  is 
taken,  data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and  multiplied 
by  20  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the  statis- 
tics. These  estimates  are  included  only  in  the  follow- 
ing summary    totals: 

1.  The  over-all  import  total  (shown  at  the  end  of 
this   report,    labeled  Grand  Total). 

2.  The   country   totals   (shown   in   this  report). 

3.  The  Customs  District  totals  (not  shown  in  this 
report,    but   published   in   FT  970). 

4.  The  economic  class  totals  (not  shown  in  this  re- 
port, but  published  in  FT  930  and  the  Quarterly 
Summary) . 

5.  The   commodity  subgroup  and  commodity    group    totals 

(included   in    summary    table   at    the   beginning  of 

this    report). 
Information  on    imports   individually   valued   $250orless    is 
excluded,    as   mentioned    above,     from    the  statistics    for 


The  terminology  used  in  this  statement,  and  in  later  references  to  "im- 
ports valued  '250  or  less  covered  by  formal  entries"  is  not  strictly  ac- 
curate, but  has  been  adopted  for  convenience.  Full  compilation  procedures 
are  being  continued  for  warehouse  withdrawals,    regardless  of  value. 


AND  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
INDPvTDUALLY  VALUED  $250  OR  LESS 

individual  Schedule  A  commodity  classifications,  and 
from  all  statistics  for  cross- classi  fications  such  as 
commodity  by   country,    country  by   subgroup,    etc. 

E.       Summary   of  Effects    on  Report   No.    FT   120    of    the 
Changes    in  Coverage    and   the  Estimating  Procedure. 

As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data 
in  report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1954  are  affected 
as   follows: 

1.  The  subgroup   summary   table    shown  on    page  8. 

(a)  The  total  value  shown  for  each  subgroup 
includes  the  estimate,  if  any,  of  the  im- 
ports valued  $250  or  less  for  the  subgroup, 
as  well  as  the  compiled  total  for  imports 
valued  at  more  than  $250.  The  accuracy  of 
the  subgroup  total  may  be  affected  by  the 
estimating  procedure  (see  section  H  be- 
low). In  addition,  the  comparability  of 
the  subgroup  total  with  the  corresponding 
total  for  months  prior  to  January  1954  may 
be  affected  by  the  inclusion  of  informal 
entries  effective  in  January  1954.  (See 
section    F  below. ) 

(b)  In  addition  to  the  subgroup  total,  there 
is  shown  for  each  subgroup  the  estimated 
amount  for  imports  individually  valued 
$250  or  less,  if  any,  which  has  been  in- 
cluded in  the  subgroup  total.  The  dif- 
ference between  this  estimated  amount  and 
the  subgroup  total  is,  of  course,  the  fully 
compiled  figure  fo.  imports  individually 
valued   at  more    than    $2j~. 

(c)  There  is  also  shown  for  each  subgroup  the 
number  of  items  in  the  sample  on  which  the 
estimate  of  the  low-value  importswas 
based.  Use  of  this  number  to  evaluate  the 
accuracy  of  the  estimate  is  explained  in 
section    H  below. 

2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  group,  and 
country  by  commodity  subgroup  figures  in  the 
main   part   of   the    report. 

(a)  Country  totals.  The  country  totals  con- 
sist of  fully  compiled  information  for  im- 
ports valued  at  more  than  $250  plus  an  es- 
timate of  the  imports  valued  $250  or  less. 
The  estimated  amount  included  for  shipments 
of  $250  or  less  is  shown  for  each  country 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  94  appearing  at 
the  end  of  all  of  the  commodity  subgroups 
for  that  country.  The  difference  between 
the  country  total  and  this  estimated  amount 
is  the  fully  compiled  total  of  imports  from 
the  country  individually  valued  at  more 
than  $250.  The  country  total  has  been  in- 
creased by  the  inclusion  of  informal  entries 
effective  in  January.  (See  section  F  be- 
low.) In  addition,  the  accuracy  of  the 
country  total  may  be  affected  by  the  esti- 
mating procedure  for  the  shipments  of  $250 
or    less.       (See   section    M   below. ) 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  The  country 
by  subgroup  figures  do  not  include  any  in- 
formation on  imports  valued  $250  or  less 
except  that,  as  described  in  (a)  above,  the 
estimate  of  the  low-value  imports  for  the 
country  is  shown  under  arbi  trary    subgroup  94. 


Therefore,  except  for  subgroup  94,  the 
country  by  subgroup  totals  represent  fully 
compiled  figures  for  imports  individually 
valued  at  more  than  $250.  The  coverage  has' 
been  decreased  by  the  exclusion  of  the  $100 
to  $250  formal  entry  imports  which  were 
formerly  included.  (See  sections  G  and 
I  below.)  For  subgroup  94,  the  number  of 
shipments  in  the  sample  upon  which  the  es- 
timate was  based  is  shown  at  the  right  of 
the  subgroup  description.  In  order  that 
the  estimated  dataand  the  sample  informa- 
tion may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (*♦)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  sample,  immediately 
preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  94.  Use  of  the  number  in  sample 
for  subgroup  94  to  evaluate  the  accuracy 
of  the  estimate  and  of  the  country  total 
which  includes  it  is  explained  in  section 
H  below.  If  no  item  labeled  subgroup  94  ap- 
pears for  a  country,  the  user  will  know  that 
no  imports  of  $250  or  less  from  that  country 
appeared  in  the  sample  and  no  estimate  for 
shipments  of  $250  or  less  is  included  in  the 
country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by 
group  totals  other  than  for  group  9  do  not 
include  any  information  on  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  decreased 
by  the  exclusion  of  the  $100  to  $250  for- 
mal entry  imports  formerly  included.  The 
total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  im- 
ports $250  or  less  for  the  country.  This 
inclusion  in  group  9  is  purely  arbitrary, 
since  the  estimate  covers  all  commodity 
groups  for  the  country.  See  section  H 
below  in  connection  with  evaluating  the 
accuracy  of  the   estimate. 


F.  The  Effect  of  the  Inclusion  of  Informal  Entries  in 
the  Country  Totals  and  Subgroup  Totals  Shown  in  this 
Report. 


The  import  total  has  been  increased  by  approximately 
$55 million  because  of  the  inclusion  of  informal  entries. 
Some  indication  of  the  distribution  of  this  inciease  by 
country  may  be  available  from  tabulations  prepared  by 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  on  the  basis  of  the  sample  es- 
timates. Users  interested  in  this  information  for  par- 
ticular countries  may  make  inquiry  of  the  Bureau  as  to 
the  information  available.  An  indication  of  the  distri- 
bution by  subgroup,  and  commodity,  for  calendar  year  1954, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Appendix  to  the  calendar  year 
1954  issue  of  Report  FT  110,  Vnited  States  Imports  of  Mer- 
chandise,   Commodity  bv  country  of  origin. 


G.      The  Extent   of  Undercounting   in   Country   by   Subgroup 
and  Country   by  Group  Figures. 

Only  very  rough  measures  can  be  given  of  the  extent 
of  undercounting  which  exists  in  the  country  by  subgroup 
figures    where    the   imports    $250   or    less    are   excluded. 


The  estimated  total  for  imports  individually 
valued  $250  or  less  is  approximately  $95  mil- 
lion ($50  on  informal  and  $40  million  on  formal 
entries).  This  represents  about  1  percent  of 
the  total  value  of  all  imports.  While  the  omis- 
sion of  the  low- value  shipments  from  the  de- 
tailed statistics  cannot,  therefore  have  an 
important  effect  on  the  figures  taken  as  a  whole, 
it  is  possible  that  a  high  percentage  of  under- 
counting  in  individual  detailed  figures  may  re- 
sul  t. 

The  estimate  of  the  total  imports  valued  $250 
or  less  from  the  country  is  given  in  this  report 
(arbitrary  subgroup  94)  and  also  the  estimate 
of  the  low-value  shipments  for  each  subgroup 
(in  the  subgroup  summary  table).  These  figures 
may  assist  the  user  in  estimating  the  degree  of 
undercounting  in  the  detailed  figures  from  which 
the  estimates  are  excluded.  With  allowances  for 
sampling  variability  in  the  estimates  (see  sec- 
tion H  below),  the  undercounting  in  a  par- 
ticular country  by  subgroup  total  would  not  be 
expected  to  be  greater  than  the  total  amount 
of  the  low-value  estimate  for  the  country  or 
than  the  total  amount  of  the  low- value  esti- 
mate for  the  subgroup,  whichever  is  less.  In 
addition,  the  user's"  own  knowledge  of  the  usual 
pattern  of  shipments  may  enable  him  to  make  a 
rough  approximation  of  the  probabilities  as  to 
the  distribution  of  the  estimated  total  among 
the  detailed  items  in  the  report. 
Some  indication  of  the  undercounting  on  a  sub- 
group and  commodity  basis,  without  retard  to 
country,  is  provided  in  the  calendar  year  1954 
issue     of  Report   FT  110. 


H.      The  Accuracy  of  the  Sample  Estimates. 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a 
sample,  exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have 
been  obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected. 
The  extent  to  which  the  estimated  country  totals  and  sub- 
group totals  in  this  report  -for  imports  valued  at  $250  or 
less  might  not  agree  with  a  complete  tabulation  depends 
on  the  number  of  low-value  shipments  which  fall  in  the 
sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report,  the  num- 
ber in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was  based  is 
given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  sup- 
pose an  estimated  value  of  $66,750  is  based  on  55  ship- 
ments in  the  sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "50  -  64 
one  notes  the  values  $14;  200  and  $16,000.  This  means  that 
the  chances  are  better  than  two  out  of  three  that  a  com- 
plete tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a  figure  between 
$52,550  ($66,750  reduced  by  $14,200)  and  $82,750  ($66,750 
increased  by  $16,000).  Similarly,  a  figure  of  $12,836,891 
which  represents  a  total  of  $12,770,141  for  the  fully 
compiled  data  for  shipments  valued  at  over  $250  plus  an 
estimated  value  of  $66,750  based  on  55  shipments  in  the 
sample  would  be  between  $12,822,691  ($12,836,891  reduced 
by  $14,200)  and  $12,852,891  ($12,836,891  increased  by 
$16,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  two  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  es- 
timated values,  the  variability  of  the  combined  total 
can  be  determined  by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for 
each  estimated  value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on 
the  reliability  table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample 
size. 

Tlie  omission  of  (1)  subgroup  94  for  any  country  or 
(2)    a    figure    in    the  "$250  ana"   under    shipments    included    in 


THE  TABLE   BELOW   INDICATES  THE  DEGREE  OF  RELIABILITY  TO    3'-   ATTACHED 
TO  A  SPECIFIED  "ALUE: 


If  the  nunber  of    shipments 
valued    at   $250    or  less 
included    in   the  sample, 

Then  the  chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3 
that   a   complete   tabulation    whould  have 
resulted  In  a  value  figure  between 

as  indicated  by  the  sample 
card  count,    is 

The  specified  estimate 
reduced  by 1 

And  the  specified 
estimated  increased  by 

0 
$1,600 

2,500 
3,200 
3,700 
4,200 
4,600 
5,  TOO 
6,000 
6.RO0 
7,600 
9,100 
10,800 
I2,TO0 
14,200 
16,000 
17,900 
20,300 
22,500 
24,700 
26,200 
29,000 
32.J00 
37,000 
41,900 

2$2,20O 

4,1100 

5,100 

5,600 

6,100 

6,500 

5,900 

7,600 

8,100 

8, MO 

9,600 

10,900 

12,600 

14,200 

16,000 

17,800 

19,700 

22,100 

24,200 

25,800 

28,000 

30,*00 

33,800 

39,000 

43,600 

'The  minimum  value  for  Inports  $1  to  $250  is  1/20  of  the  estimated  amount 
sh<vn  in  the  report.  If  the  reduction  of  a  particular  low-value  estimate 
ty  the  amount  shown  in  this  column  results  in  a  figure  which  is  less  than 
1/20  of  the  estimate,  then  for  that  figure  this  table  overstates  the  amount 
by  which  complete  tabulation  could  have  reduced  the  value.  The  minimum  value 
for  any  subgroup  or  country  total  is  the  fully  compiled  figurf,  for  imnorts 
J250  or  more  plus  1/20  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  for  $1  to  $260  imports. 
'The  fully  compiled  country  total  for  imports  $250  or  more  can  he  derived  by 
subtracting  from  the  country  total  the  value  shown  for  subgroup  94,'  "I  TO 
2=0  DOLLARS  EST,"  for  that  country.} 

2Where  commodities  normally  are  not  imported,  an  indication  of  zero  ship- 
ments in  the  sample  is.  of  course,  probably  not  underestimated  to  this  extent, 
if  at  all. 

3lf  the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  of  $250  or  less  Is  greater  tl^n 
'199,  then  (a)  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low-value 
shipments  will  general  1  y""fcS"J ess  than  7  percent;  and  (b)  the  sampling  varia- 
bility for  the  total  of  the  fully  compiled  over  $250  shipments  and  the  esti- 
-ated  amounts  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less,  combined,  will  generally  be 
less  than   I  percent. 


the  total"  columns  of  the  subgroup  summary  table  on  page  8, 
indicates  that  there  were  no  imports  valued  at  $250  or 
less  appearing  in  the  5  percent  sample  for  the  country  or 
subgroup  but  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low-value 
imports  were  not  made.  Similarly,  the  omission  of  a  coun- 
try naire  means  that  there  were  no  imports  valued  at  over 
S250  reported  on  formal  consumption  entries  or  any  ware- 
house withdrawals  for  consumption  and  no  imports  valued 
at  $250  or  less  appearing  in  the  5  percent  sample. 

I.   Effect  of  Changes  in  Coverage  on  Comparability  with 
Data  for  Periods  Prior  to  1954 

When  using  1954  figures  for  purposes  of  comparison 
with  figures  for  periods  prior  to  1954,  account  must  be 
taken  of  the  coverage  which  was  in  effect  for  the  earlier 
periods,  as  well  as  the  coverage  effective  January  1954. 
An  article  bep.inninp  on  page  108  of  the  September  1953 
Notes  describes  the  coverage  in  effect  for  different  pe- 
riods of  1953.  Coverage  statements  and  explanations  of  any 
sampling  procedures  used  are  also  included  in  the  various 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120,  Since  no  information  on  im- 
ports covered  by  informal  entries  was  included  in  any  of 
the  figures  prior  to  January  1954,  the  country  totals  and 
subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  summary  table)  for  1954 
which  include  information  on  informal  entries  are  not  co'm- 
parftle  in  this  respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by 
subgroup  and  country  by  group  figures  (except  group  9,  as 
explained  in  section  E,  paragraph  2(c)  above)  in  reports 
for  1954  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  1954  in  the 
handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no  in- 
formal entry  information  is  included  in  these  detailed  fig- 
ures during  either  period.  However,  during  the  period  July 
through  December  1953,  information  on  formal  entries  valued 
urder  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by  subgrovp  and 
country  by  group  totals,  f.nd  this  would  affect  the  compa- 
rability of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  nongovern- 
ment shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to  the  United 
States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded.  Shipments  into  the 
United  States  from  its  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as  United 
States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico 
from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be  United  States  imports 
and  are  included  in  this  report.  Merchandise  shipped  through  the 
United  States  in  transit  from  one  foreign  country  to  another. is 
not  reported  as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics  are  a 
complete  record  of  merchandise  which  moves  into  the 'United  States 
from  foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance  in 
terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than  $100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of.  mer- 
chandise entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels,  i.e., 
merchandise  released  fromCustoms  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing  warehouses  (other 
than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from 
bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  consumption 
channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude  metals  which  have  been  proc- 
essed in  bonded  smelting  warehouse. 


RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which  repre- 
sent total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  intransit  ship- 
ments), i  .e.  ,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  storage  ware- 
house, bonded  manufacturing  warehouse,  and  bonded  smelting  and  re- 
fining warehouse,  immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals 
are  published  monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are 
not  published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes.  Infor- 
mation on  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouses  for 
exportation  (not  included  in  either  imports  for  consumption  or 
general  imports)  is  also  availabe  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States  and  its  territories  and  posses- 
sions (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is  presented  sepa- 
rately in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the  United  States  by 
vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also  compiled  and  pre- 
sented in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In'addition,  trans- 
portation statistics  (showing  shipping  weight  as  well  as  value  in- 
formation) are  compiled  covering  that  part  of  general  imports  of 
merchandise  which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  transporta- 
tion statistics  for  both  imports  and  exports  are  presented  in  Re- 
port No.  FT  985.  A  more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found 
in  the  introduction  to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  included  in 
this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs  forms),  which 
importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs  for  each 
shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States.  Importers  are  instructed 
to  report  value  and  country  of  origin  information  in  accordance 
with  the  definitions  given  below. 


VALUATION 

The  values  are  in  general  based  on  market  or  selling  price, 
and  are  in  general  f.o.b.  the  exporting  country.  (Transportation 
costs  to  the  United  States  may  inadvertently  be  included  in  the 
case  of  merchandise  which  is  not  subject  to  an  import  duty  based 
on   value. )      United  States    import   duties    are    excluded. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

The  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where  the  mer- 
chandise was  grown,  mined  or  manufactured.  In  the  event  the 
importer  can  not  readily  obtain  informai-iun  as  to  the  country  of 
origin  for  a  shipment,  it  is  credited,  for  statistical  purposes, 
to  the  country  of  shipment.  Countries  are  reported  as  defined  in 
Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations  Used  in  Com- 
piling rh"  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics .  Schedule  C 
shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent  provinces,  ter- 
ritories, inlands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part  of  each  country 
for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  published  as  a  part  of  Schedule  A 
(see  "Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below).  A  separate  edition 
is  also  available  free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in 
sequence  within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C.  The 
Table  of  Contents  on  page  8,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individual  countries. 
The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no  im- 
ports   from   that    country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  information 
compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established  in  Schedule  A, 
Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Imported  into  the  United 
States,  is  summarized  into  approximately  ahundred  subgroups  of 
related  commodities.  It  is  presented  in  the  order  in  which  the 
subgroup  classifications  are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to 
the  table  on  page  9. will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbre- 
viated descriptions,  and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual 
Schedule  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups,  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
numbered    classifications    included. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and  coverage 
for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest 
edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States. 
Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are  automatically  supplied  with 
copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes,  a  monthly  publication 
containing  information  of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current 
statistics,  unusual  shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classifica- 
tion, etc.).  A  catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical 
Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
'for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or 
may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of  the  cost 
for  a  special  report.  Reports  on  a  cost  basis  can  also  be  arranged 
for  to  obtain  additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published.  For 
free  copies  of  the  "Explanation  of  Statistics"  or  the  catalog  or 
for  further  information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations 
or  the  availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau   of   the  Census.  * 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Continent  and  Country 


No. 


Continent  and  Country 


IMPORT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS 

IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FOR  CONSUMPTION 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 

Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua.' 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados 

Trinidad  and  Toabgo 

Netherlands  Antilles 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina ■ 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland 

Sweden 

Norway , 

Denmark ..................................... 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire) 

Netherlands 

Belgium  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta,  Gozo,  and  Cyprus 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 

NT  -  No  Transactions. 


ASIA. 


9 
9 
9 
9 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
12 
12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 


14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
IS 
15 
15 
IS 
16 
16 
16 
16 

17 

17 
17 
17 
17 
18 
18 
19 
19 
19 
20 
20 
21 
21 
21 
21 
22 
NT 
!JT 
22 
22 
22 
22 
23 
26 
23 
23 

Z   a 

~1 
21 
25 

as 

25 
25 
25 


Syria 

Lebanon 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel. 

Palestine ....;. 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.c. 
Aden 


State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand  (Siam) 

Indochina 

British  Malaya 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao 

Portugese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Soutneastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (excluding  Outer  Mongolia) 

Outer  Mongolia 

North  Korea 

Republic  of  Korea 

Hong  Kong 

Taiwan  (Formosa) 

Japan 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 


AUSTRALIA  AND  OCEANIA. 


Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands 


AFRICA. 


French  Morocco 

Tangier 

Algeria 

Tunisia 

Libya 

Egypt 

Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan 

Canary  Islands 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c 

Cameroon 

French  Equatorial  Africa 

French  West  Africa 

Gold  Coast 

Nigeria 

British  West  Africa,  n.e.c 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e. 

Liberia 

Belgian  Congo 

Somaliland 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 

French  Somaliland 

British  Somaliland 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa1 

Mozambique 

Madagascar 

Union  of  South  Africa.... 

Northern  Rhodesia1 

{Southern  Rhodesia1 

Rhodesia  A  Nyasaland. 1 

[Southern  British  Africa 


REVISIONS. 


26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
30 
30 
NT 
30 
30 
30 
30 
31 


31 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 


32 
32 
33 
33 
33 
33 
35 
33 
33 
34 
34 
34 
34 
34 
34 
34 
35 
3S 
35 
35 
35 
3S 
35 
35 
35 
36 
36 
66 
36 
36 
37 
37 
37 
37 

NT 


"Data  for  British  East  Africa  effective  July  1951*  excludes  Nyasaland.  Prior  to  July,  British  East  Africa  Included  Nyasaland. 
(Data  for  British  ?ast  Africa  a-e  showi  sn"»ri»"lT  for  tb»  p«rlod  J«nu«ry-June  and  July-December.)  Data  for  Northern  Rhodesia  and 
Southern  HhodeBla  are  for  the  period  January-June  only.  Effective  July,  these  data  are  combined  as  the  federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Byasaland." 

7 


IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FOR  CONSUMPTION,  BY  SUBGROUP 


Sub- 
group 
code 
no. 


Group  and  subgroup  description  and  Schedule 
A  commodity  code  numbers 


Total 

value 

(dollars) 


$250  and  under  ship- 
ments included  in 
total1 


Estimated 

value 
(dollars) 


No.  of 

shipments 
in  sample 


Sub- 
group 
code 


Group  and  subgroup  description  and  Schedule 
A  commodity  code  numbers 


Total 

value 

(dollars) 


$250  and  under  ship- 
ments Included  in 
total1 


Estimated 

value 
(dollars) 


No.  of 
shipment  b 
in  sample 


48 

49 


TOTAL  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION 10,232.179.  UU8 


ANIMALS  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS,  EDIBLE  (GROUP  00) 

Animala,  edible  (except  for  breeding) 

0010600-0015500) 

Meat  products  (0018300-0035500) .' 

Animal  oils  and  fats,  edible' (0036000- 

0036900 ) 

Dairy  products  (0037000-0046990) 

Fish  and  fish  products,  except  shellfish 

( 0047000-0079590) 

Shellfish  and  products  (0080100-0087900).. 
Other  edible  an<mn1  products  0088100- 

0097900) 


"35.OU9.7Z7 


.216,830 

32.35? 
1.085,566 

.126,871 
,lU6, U50 


ANIMAL  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS, 
(GROUP  0) 


Hides  and  skins,  raw  (except  furs) 
(0201000-0299900) 

Leather  ( 0300100-0345900) 

Leather,  rawhide,  and  parchment  manufac- 
tures (0350300-0699990) 

Furs  and  manufactures  (0701000-0759900)... 

Animal  and  fish  oils,  fats,  and  greases, 
inedible  ( 0803000-O821600) 

Other  inedible  animals  and  animal  prod- 
ucts (0840000-0990290) 


VEGETABLE  FOOD  PRODUCTS  AND  BEVERAGES 
(GROUP  1) 


Grains  and  preparations  ( 1020000-1090260) . . 
Fodders  and  feeds,  n.e.s.  (1101000- 

1190800) 

Vegetables  and  preparations  (1191100- 

1250990) 

Fruits  and  preparations  (1290000-1330990) 
Nuts  and  preparations  ( 1350000-1380140) . . . 
Vegetable  oils  and  fats,   edible 

( 1420000-1428900) 

Cocoa,   coffee,   and  tea  (1501300-1521000).. 

Spices  ( 1523100-1550590) 

Sugar  and  related  products  (1570000- 

1654800) 

Beverages  ( 1711300-1900000) 


VEGETABLE  PRODUCTS.  INEDIBLE,  EXCEPT  FIBERS 
AND  WOOD  (GROUP  2) 


5.9M.673 


2U5,526,635 

52,583.136 
17.192.990 

27.930.125 

72.00U.3U7 
7.131.175 

68, 68", 862 


2.879,656.923 
92.599.519 
39.359.98U 
US, 382. 621 

127,sUs,501 

U9.i90.U67 
21.227,611 

1.832.803.355 
U6. 018. 680 

U61, 838,073 
160.390,112 


627,768,030 


nufactures 


Rubber  and  allied  gums  and  : 

( 2011000-2098900) 

Gums,  resins,  and  balsams,  n.e.s. 

(2102000-2189400) 

Drugs,  herbs,  leaves,  roots,  etc-. 

( 2201000-2220490) 

Oil  seeds  ( 2231000-2240700) 

Vegetable  oils  and  vegetable  waxes 

(2241000-2290590) 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials  (2302000- 

2345950) 

Seeds,  except  oil  seeds  (2401000-2460990). 
Nursery  and  greenhouse  stock  (2501000- 

2599100) 

Tobacco  and  manufactures  (2601000- 

2629900) 

Miscellaneous  vegetable  products 

(2800000-2960150) 


2SU.330, 

26.3U6, 

3L8U3, 
62,299, 


75.l6U.185 


19,068 

18,580. 


13.293 
85.695 

ll.lUU, 


TEXTILE  FIBERS  AND  MANUFACTURES  (GROUP  3)  . . . 

Cotton,  unmanufactured  ( 3001010-3005000) . 
Cotton  semimanufactures  (3006150-3020999) . 
Cotton  manufactures  ( 3030000-3230800) 
Jute  and  manufactures  ( 3241000-3250900) . . 
Flax,  hemp,  and  ramie  and  manufactures 

( 3261000-3390590) 

Other  vegetable  fibers  and  manufactures 

(3401000-3421990) 

Wool,  unmanufactured  (3501000-3541000)... 
Wool  semimanufactures  ( 3550000-3574600) . . 

Wool  manufactures  ( 3607000-3680800) 

Hair  and  manufactures,  n.e.s.  (3690000- 

3698900) 

Silk  and  manufactures  (3702000-3799900).. 
Manufactures  of  rayon  or  other  man-made 

(synthetic)  textile  (3800000-3880490)... 
Miscellaneous  textile  products 

(3900100-3981100) 


WOOD  AND  PAPER  (GROUP  4) 

Wood,  unmanufactured  (4007100-4080500)..., 
Sawmill  products  (lumber)  (4103100-4207555) 
Wood  manufactures  (4208000-4280990) 


79U.59U.852 

29.158.lU0 
7.596.786 
75.52U.811 
92.359.282 

36.617,208 
72.065.663 

222,U79,U27 
3S.13U,UiU 
90.317.066 

6.995.10U 
6U, 155.511 

32,6o6,U95 

27.I8U.9U5 


1,327,220,U18 

27.502,066 
252,lU5,6Uo 
102,155.772 


9U.26U.Lgo 


8.1456.720 


12U,8bO 
95U.100 

2.760 
235. 380 

5,736,020 
l,270,l6o 

133. UUo 


6.999.500 
35.U60 

286,700 

U, 589, 680 
283,320 

6,500 

1.797.8U0 


9.O0U.8O0 

1,636.3110 

3,856,660 

1,666,800 
767.920 
29.060 

lU.880 

155, Uoo 

73.560 

181,220 
622, 9U0 


2,320,300 

520. UUO 
5.6UO 

96. IOC 
18,300 

99.500 

2U.300 
103, U80 

681. 320 

279. 6U0 

U91.5S0 

12 .  0C0, 660 

18,060 

18,100 

2,623,880 

53.920 

1,066,160 

313.660 

26,300 

90.600 

U.392.7U0 

216, LS0 
1,279,260 

1,076,280 

823, U20 

8,088,060 

1,009,180 

606,880 

3,36U,UUo 


79.027 

0,502 
92 

£»U 

15 

285 

U.U02 
856 

158 

6.152 

29 
163 

U.U09 
2U5 

6 

1,300 

5.771 

1.117 

1.U85 

1.293 
5U7 
19 

26 
100 
U6 

1U6 
990 

1.8U6 
U09 


16 
70 

U98 

272 

U32 

12,032 

27 

19 
2.652 

3U 
1,038 

277 
28 
125 

U.898 

118 
1.199 

98U 
6U3 

6.70U 

720 

273 
3.100 


WOOD  AND  PAPER  (GROUP  4) —Continued 

Cork  and  manufactures  (4300000-4321900).. 

Paper  base  stocks  (4590000-4692900) 

Paper  and  manufactures  (4711000-4799990) . 


NONMETALLIC  MINERALS   (GROUP  5) 

Coal  and  related  fuels  (5001000-5014300) .. . 

Petroleum  and  products  (5052100-5079100)... 

Stone,   lime,   cement,   gypsum,   and  gypsum 
products  (5080250-5193900) 

Glass  and  glass  products  (5200400- 
5290900) 

Clay  and  clay  products  (5300000-5390700)... 

Other  nonmetallie  minerals  and  manufactures 
(except  precious  stones  and  imitations) 
(5391000-5930980) 

Precious  and  semiprecious  stones  and 
imitations  and  industrial  diamonds 
(5950OO0-59582O0) 


METALS  AND  MANUFACTURES,   EXCEPT  MACHINERY  AND 
VEHICLES  (GROUP  6) 


Iron  ore  and  concentrates  (6001000- 
6001100) 

Steel  mill  products  (6002000-6116104) 

Iron  and  steel  advanced  manufactures 

(6117000-6200994) 

Ferro-alloys,   ores  and  metals,   n.e.s. 

(6211000-6270900) 

Aluminum  and  manufactures  (6301000- 

6305900) 

Copper  and  manufactures  (6400400-6430300). 
Brass  and  bronze  manufactures  (6453000- 

6459900) 

Lead  and  manufactures  ( 6502300-6509900) . . . 
Nickel  and  manufactures  (6540000-6544900). 

Tin  (6550000-6551900) 

Zinc  and  manufactures  (6557000-6559900)... 
Other  nonferrous  ores,  metals,   and  alloys, 

except  precious,   and  manufactures  of 

metals,  n.e.s.    (6650000-6790990) 

Precious  metals,    jewelry,   and  plated  ware 

(6820000-6900550) 


MACHINERY  AND  VEHICLES   (GROUP  7)  . 


Electrical  machinery  and  apparatus 

( 7063200-7100990) 

Engines,    turbines,   and  parts,   n.e.s. 

(7110000-7110700) ' 

Other  machinery,  except  agricultural 

(7400200-7800990) -. 

Agricultural  machinery  and  implements 

(7850000-7890190) 

Vehicles,  except  agricultural  (7900100- 

7940290) ' 


CHEMICALS  AND  RELATED  PRODUCTS  (GROUP 


Coal-tar  products  ( 8001000-8090900) 

Medicinal  and  pharmaceutical  preparations 

( 8102000-8150600) 

Industrial  chemicals  (8170040-8380982) 

Pigments?  paints,  and  varnishes  ( 8400100- 

8441300) 

Fertilizers  and  fertilizer  materials 

(8500000-8559900) 

Explosives,  fireworks,  and  ammunition 

( 8620000-8695000) 

Soap  and  toilet  preparations  (8712300- 

8731200) 


MISCELLANEOUS  (GROUP  9) . 


Photographic  goods  (9001000-9036600) 

Scientific  and  professional  instruments, 
apparatus,  and  supplies,  n.e.s. 
( 9140200-9180290) 

Musical  instruments,  parts,  and  acces- 
sories ( 9200000-9280700) 

Dolls  and  toys,  athletic  and  sporting 
goods  ( 9400000-9439990) 

Firearms  ( 9470000-9477000) 

Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other 
printed  matter,  n.e.s.  (9500000- 
9530890) 

Clocks,  watohes,  clockwork 
mechanisms,  and  parts  (9540100- 
9590099) 

Art  works  and  antiques  (9610000-9670300). 

Miscellaneous  articles,  n.e.s. 
( 9700000-9990750) 

Ottw  1  to  250  dollar  itma 


19.905.3lU 
288.835.366 
636.676,260 


1.232.1101,916 

3.377.UU5 
628. 360, 526 

i5.C8U.36l 

27.359.792 
U9, 212, 672 


llU.U63.8Ul 


19U.5U3.277 


1,718.718,726 

li9.276.567 
121.299.6oU 

3U.SlU.520 

235.7Ol.O32 

lU2,U75,C72 
360,79U,08S 

20,U91,271 
121.628.39U 
155.372.258 
I8U.U25.796 

86.563,692 

80,083. 065 
53.793.367 

35S.505.UUU 

U5,903.U73 

2.198,368 

US. 589. 767 

73.210.U52 
ll8.603.3UU 

2U9.305.U60 
3U.512.19U 
7,085,226 

58.336.550 
5.151.17U 

122.051.718 
15.2U2.971 
6.925.627 

363.u29.317 

20,12U,Q86 

1U.390.U33 

16.60U.190 

20,563,030 
12,995,399 

21,722,999 

67.3u.339 
27, Uoo, 105 

161. 19s. 276 
1.118. 560 


55.U20 
1,611,960 
1,220.160 


206,260 

UU.U20 


67O.OOO 


2.022,300 
U.290.5U0 


1.137.100 


2.U28.300 


9.U10.380 

7.U20 
8U1.7U0 

2,982.300 

3U.I60 

219.600 
235, 5U0 

506. 3U0 

71,080 
6.38O 

8,960 


1,762.520 
2.712.3U0 

5.223.300 

1,125,560 
122.  UU0 
1,603.680 
1, 085,200 
1,086, Uoo 

1.200.2U0 

10U.260 

138, lUO 
237. U60 

136,380 

209.360 

22.3U0 

352.300 

20. 761. UOO 

1.052.800 

l,769.2Uo 

786 . 860 

1.U01.080 

1U3.520 
3.U55.3U0 


1.597.000 
1,067. sUo 

8,369,160 
1.11s. 560 


1, 


'The  value  for  shipments  individually    valued  at  $250  or  less  reported  on  formal  consumption  or  informal  entries 
sampling  procedure  and  use  of  number  of  shipments  in  sample  to  determine  reliability  of  the  estimate  see  page  5 . 

2See  April  195S  issue  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes.  Classification  established  for  informal  entry  importations  not  classifiable  in  terms 


estimated  from  a  5  percent  sample.     For  an  explanation  1 
of  commodity  subgroup. 
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